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2 SAM. 2.12. 

And they mourned and wept, and faſted un- 
til even for Saul and for Tonathan his 
Son, and for the people of the Lord, and 
for the houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they were 


fallen by the ſword. 


dA Here 1s no Maxim ſo general, or 
p fo conſtant, but that it may al- 

< [3 low of {ome exception ; and 
/ Li therefore though the Wileman 
after all his experience, his moſt ſearching 
Obſervations, and the great prolpect he 
A 2 had 
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had of the order of ſecond Caules, and the 
remper of mens minds, docs pronounce, 
there was nothing new under the Sun : Yet 
this day , and that never-enough-lamented 
Villany we now remember, muſt put in for 
an exception trom that rule, which did in- 


deed exceed all the common mealtres of 


wickednels lo far ; that as there is nothing 
in any. iJiſtory like it, ſo when the World 
1s ſome Ages older (it ſuch an action be 
not an Omen that its end is near) this will 
ſcarce gain credit, but be looked or as the 
Tragical contrivance of ſome deeply-Me- 
lancholy wit. Some Princes have been by 
their prevailing Conquerors put to death, 


others have been aſſatlinated by their own 


Subjects: But to ſee' a Soveraign Prince 
brought: to the Pageantry of a Mock-trial, 
and by a Court made up of his own Sub- 
jets on a pretence of Juſtice {entenced' to 
loſe his life ; not in the corner of ſome pri- 
vate Priſon, but in the chiet City of his 
Dominions, andin the moſt eminent place 


of-it, 1s an evidence of the degeneracy of 


the age we live in, that would dare to a& 
what in former ages none would have 
thought on. | 

What Phocas did 'to the Emperour Man- 
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ritius 18 the neareſt parallel to it which Hi- 
ſtory offers, but comes far ſhort of match- 
ing it; for neither were the Rights of the 
Roman Emperours derived by lo clear a Ti- 
tle, nor ſo long a Deſcent as our Roya/ 
Martyr's were; and 1o no wonder it thoſe 
who role by the {word did allo fall by it. 
Nor did'Phocas {o-far aftront Juſtice as to 
pretend to put his Maſter to a Frial, and 
Mauritius had by ſo baſe an avarice expo- 
ſed {o many of his Soldiers to be cut off, 
and uſed the reſt fo ill, that no wonder they 
in their fury againſt him were guilty of ſo 
foul a Conſpiracy. But how much more ex- 
quifitly wicked was the crime we now re- 
member, when a Prince (whole Rights were 
deyolved on him, by ſo many Titles, the 
Britiſh, the Saxon, the Norman, and the 
Scotiſh Races, having all united in him, 
(who had alſo in his whole Government 
ſhewed that deep ſenſe of Religion with a 
moſt tender regard to the good and quiet of 
his Subjects) was againſt all the rules of 
Juſtice, and yet upon {ome colours of it 
brought to {o publick-a death.. But as Pho- 
cas as balely treacherous and wicked as he 
was, was moſt ignominiouſly and (hame- 
tully courted by Pope Gregory the Great, 


who 
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who writcs to him in a ſtile of fo mean and 
{crvile flattery, that it juſtly ſtains all the 
other good Qualities of that Prelate. And 
his Succeſſor Boniface did yet more meanly 
comply, and got himſelf declared by him 
the Univerſal Biſhop of the Church. From 
which we may judg of that See, by vyhat 
arts they are reſolved to riſe and to make 
uſe of the worſt of men if they can but 
{erve their turn. So 1n this Regicide, Re- 
lIigion was vouched, and God appealed to. 
And indeed it was no wonder that theſe 
treated his Vicegerents fo coarſely, that 
made {o bold with God himlelf, as to pre- 
tend he was their Patron and warrant in 
what they did. And perhaps if theſe a&- 
ors had as fully complied with him that pre- 
tend to be Chriſts Vicegerent as Phocas 
did, he had as plainly juſtified their acti- 
ons as Gregory and Boniface did, which might 
have been far rather looked tor now, after 
all the opinions ſome of their Emiſlaries 
have broached,ot murdering Princes, then 
at that time when their corruptions were but 
a-torminy, and their ambition was begin- 
ning to fly at Supremacy and Uaiyzrial Ju- 

ri{diction. 
But is all our work only to refle& with 
lome 
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ſome horrour on this infamous ation ? have 
we no other concern in this Day ? The Col- 
le& tells us, That the ſins of this Nation hawe 
been the cauſe which hath brought this heawy 
judgment upon us. We alſo pray, That this 
our land be freed from the wengeance of his 
blood. And indeed had not our fins been 
great, ſo that the cup of our iniquities was 
quite full, it could not have run over in a 
tract of a long Civil War, which brought 
along with it ſo much bloodſhed, rapine and 
contempt of all things ſacred and humane ; 
and all was compleated in this crime, be- 
yond which wickedneſs could go no higher. 
Thoſe who were ſo nobly and generouſly 
loyal as to ſerve his late Majeſty of moſt 
bleſſed memory , do with a juſt gtorying 
rejoyce in the reffeCtion on their paſt Ser- 
vices;yet let me crave leave to offer even to 
them how far they onght to be concerned 
in mourning and faſting on this Occaſion. It 
was our contempt of God and Religion,our 
being purely formal in our Religious Wor- 
ſhip, onr forgetting to acknowledg God 
the author of our Peace and Plenty, our a- 
bufing thefe by exceſs and riot, that brought 
on thoſe fad and unheard-of Judgments. A- 
mong the much-abuſcd words of the late 

t1mc' 
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time were Incendiary and Incendiariſm; but 
thole were the grcat Incendiaries that kind- 
led Gods wrath, and it is from ſuch that we 
may juſtly fcar the like, or rather ſeverer 
{judgments, it our {ins now be greater than 
they were then: Therefore the lamenting 
" and repenting of theie fins, by which what 
1s paſt may be forgiven, and what may be 
feared be prevented, being the proper work 
of this day]; I come now to conſider my 
Text, and what refle&tions may be drawn 
from it, though in a caſe ſo much without 
a precedent As this | is, It 15 not to be 1magi- 
ned that a Text wholly pertinent can be 
pickt up. But we ſhall make the moſt of 
this we can, and conſider three things in 
It. 

Firſt, This King whole Death was fo 
much lamented , and in what particulars 
he was a Parallel, and in what not, of our 
Royal Martyr. 

Secondly, What reaſon David with the 
reſt of the people of Iſrael had to mourn 
for his Neath, and how far that agrees with 
our cale. 

Thirdly, How they expreſſed their ſor- 
row, and how far their example calls on us 


to 1mitate it. . 


For 


PE, 

For the firſt, it was Saul the Son of Kiſh, 
whom God had by the hands of Samuel de- 
tigned to be King of Ijrael, for whom Da- 
vid had that reſpect, that even when he was 
moſt unjuſtly hunting his life, yet he would 
not ſtretch forth his hand againſt him,ſecing 
he was the anointed of the Lord. And in this 
our Royal Martyr was his Parallel, ſince he 
was, by a tract of an undiſputed Succeſſion, 
that which Saul was by immediate Revelati- 
on, the Lord's Anointed, And indeed he 
looked on himlfelt as having his Authority 
from God, as will appear from the follow- 
ing inſtances, (which before I mention I 
muſt preface with this) that I will not en- ' 
large on the whole field of that Murdered 
Princes Vertues; for that were both end- 
leſs,they being ſo many, and needleſs, they 
being fo well known: But having by a great 
happineſs {een not a few (I may add hun- 
dreds of ) Papers under his own Royal 
Pen ; I ſhall only now offer divers paſlages 
drawn out of thoſe that vvill give ſome 
Characters of his great Soul. And as in the 
Indies the Art of Paliging 1s only the put- 
ting together little Plumes of ſeveral co- 
fours in ſuch method as to give a repreſen- 
cation of vyhat they deſign ; vyhich though 
it 
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it be but coarſe vyork yet the Colours are 
lively; 1o I can promile no exact vvork, 
but true and lively Colours I vvill ofter, 
being thoſe mixed by our Martyr himſelf, 
though perhaps unskiltully placed by me. 
And as the Popilh Legend tells of tyvo 
PiQures of our Saviour done by him(elf,one 
particularly vvhich he lett in Veronica's 
Handkercher vyhen he vviped his face vvith 
it; ſo from the (vveat of our Royal Martyr 
ſomeLineaments of his Face ſhall be offered. 
And to return to make good the charaCter 
of our late Soveraign, he ovvned all his 
Authority to be derived from God; and 
therefore in one of his Papers I find theſe 
vyords, vvhen he is acknovvledging the 
great Vieenge, and eminent protection he had 
received from the hands. of the Almighty, he 
adds;To whom we know we muſt yield a dear 
account for any breach of truſt, or failing of 
our duty towards onr People, And in ano- 
ther Paper refle&ting on the Demand con- 
cerning the Militia, he gives the reafon vyhy 
he could not conſent to it as it vvas propo- 
fed; Becauſe thereby he wholly diveſted him- 
ſelf Cas he conceived) of the power of the 
Sword intruſted to him by God and the Laws 
of the Land for the Protetion and Gowern- 


ment 
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ment of his People, thereby at once diſinheri- 
ting his Poſterity of that Right and Preroga- 
tive of the Crown which is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for the Kingly-Office, and ſo weakening 
Monarchy in this Kingdom, that little more 
than the name and ſhadow of it will remain. 
In another Paper he expreſles his zeal ro pre- 
{erve the Lavvs,as became Gods Vicegerent, 
in theſe vvords : If we wanted the Conſci- 
ence we cannot the diſcretion, to tempt God in 
au unjuſt quarrel, the Laws of our Kingdoy: 
ſhall be ſacred to us, we ſhall refuſe no hazard 
to defend them, but ſure we ſhall run none to 
invade them. And that Paper vvhich is very 
long, he thus concludes, God ſo deal with 
us and our Poſterity, as we ſhall inwiolably 
obſerve the Laws and Statutes of our King- 
dom, and the Proteftations we have ſo often 
made for the Defence of the true Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion, the Laws of the Land, 
and the juſt Priviledges and Freedom of Par- 
liaments. 

From theſe Evidences it will appear what 
ſevere thoughts he had of the Obligations 
he lay under to Almighty God, from whom 
he had his power, and to whom he knew 
he was to give account of his Adminiſtra- 
tion. 


B 2 2. We 
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2. We find it is ſaid of Saul, that after 
he was anointed, God gave him another 
heart, and that meeting a company of Pro- 
phets he propheſied to the aſtoniſhment of 
thoſe that beheld him. How much of this 
Divine Spirit reſted on our Bleſſed Martyr, 
all thoſe Meditations which were his Exer- 
ciſes in his retirement do abundantly de- 
clare. If by Sau['s prophelying be meant 
the forctclling what was to come, I meet 
ſomewhat very near it from his Royal Pen, 
Anno 1642, in a Letter, wherein he writes 
theſe words; I have ſet up my reſt on the ju- 
ftice of my cauſe, being reſolyed that no ex- 
tremity or misfortune ſhall make me yield ; for 
I will either be a Glorious King, or a Patient 
Martyr; and as yet not being the firſt, and at 
preſent not apprehending the other, I think it 
now no unfit time to expreſs this my reſolution 
to you. A very overly obſerver will ſee much 
in theſe words, even without a Commenta- 
ty. Or, it by prophelying be to be under- 
{ſtood an elevated way of truſting in God, 
and adoring him, then I ſhall add what I 
ſind under the ſame Sacred Pen, when he 
was at Newcaſtle, in a Letter to one of his 
Subjzets : Know that IT rather expe the 
wirſe than the better event of things ; being 
reſolved 
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reſolved (by the Grace of” God and without 
the leaft repining at him ) to ſuffer any thing 
that injury can put upon me rather than ſin 
againſt my Conſcience. And in another Let- 
ter, Now for the ſad conſequences I know no 
ſo good antidote as a good Conſcience, which 
by the Grace of God I will preſerve whatever 
elſe happen to me. 

A third Character we have of Saxl is that 
he was very careful to prote@ his Subjects 
when in danger;as appears both by his haſte 
to relieve Tabiſh-Gilead when {ore pur to 
it by the King of Ammon, and by his en- 
gaging againſt the Philiſtines with ſo much 
Perſonal danger to himſelf and his Family. 
Now what our Martyrs zeal tor proteRing 
his Subjects was, (I ſpeak not of his care 1n 
protecting the oppreſſed Proteſtants in Ger- 
many and France, which I leave to the Hi- 
ſtorians) I ſhall make appear. from the tol- 
lowing Evidences. What vaſt Conceſſions 
he made to his native Kingdom every body 
knows ; and therefore he concluded a Pa- 
per he ſigned on his Pacification with them 
in theſe words: And as we have Juſt reaſon to 
believe that to our peaceable and well-affeSied 
SubjeSts this will be ſatisfaSory ; ſo we take 


God and the FVorld to witneſs that whatever 
Cala- 
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Calamities ſhall enſue by our neceſſutated ſup- 
preſſing of the Inſolencies of ſuch as ſhall con- 


tinue in their diſobedient Courſes, 1s not oc- 
caſioned by us, but by their own procurement. 
And in a Letter to one of his Commiſſion- 
ers, there he writes: But if the madneſs of 
our Subjeas be ſuch, that they will not reſt 
ſatisfied with what we have given you power 
fo condeſcend to; which notwithſtanding all 
their Inſolencies we flill allow you to make 
good to them; We take God to witneſs that 
what miſery ſoewer fall to that Country bere- 
after, it is no fault of ours but their own 
procurement, And in another Letter at that 
{ame time: We take God to witneſs we have 
permitted them to do many things for eftab- 
liſhing of Peace contrary to our own judg- 
ment. How far he complied with their moſt 
unreaſonable deſires to the very great dimi- 
nutions of his Royal Authority is well e- 
nough known. 

When he {aw them inclined to engage 
in the Civil War in this Kingdom, he left 
no mean uneflayed to fatisfie even all their 
zealouſies and tears; and therefore in a Pa- 
per under his own Pen he writes theſe 
words : We do conjure all our good Subjects 
of that our Native I ingdom,by the long happy 


and 
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and uninterrupted Government of us and our 
Royal Progenitors over them, by the memory 
of theſe many large and publick, Bleſſings 
they enjoyed under our dear Father, by theſe 
ample favours and benefits they have recei- 
ved from ns, not to ſuffcr themſelves to be 
wrfied and corrupted in their affections and 
duty to us by the cunning malice and indu- 
ftry of theſe Incendiaries. 

And when he heard theſe diſmal news 
of that moſt barbarous Rebellion in Ireland, 
with what zeal he ſet about the {ending re- 
lief to them may appear from the follow- 
mg words of one of his Letters to one in 
his Native Kingdom after he had lamented 
the mileries and aftlictions,to which his good 
Subje&ts in Treland were reduced through the 
inbumane and unheard-of cruelties of the Re- 
bels there ; and had regrated the delays of 
ſending {upplies to them through the diſtra- 
ctions of England; he adds: So- that if ſome 
extraordinary courſe be not taken for their 
preſent ſupply , it is not like their miſeries 
will end ſooner their days, Therefore he re- 
quired them to haſte the ſending over their 
Forces, aſſuring them; That if the Parlia- 
ment of England did not punctually pay 
them, he would engage his own Revenue, 

rather 
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father than delay ſo good and fo neceſlary 
a work ; and that he would iſſue out ſuch 
Warrants under the Great Seal of England, 
and grant all their other deſires which in rea- 
{on could be demanded for the advance- 
ment of it. And after that,ſecing that work 
went on ſlowly, he was reſolved to have 
cone in perſon to have carried it on more 
vigorouſly, and to have hazarded himſelt 
that he might preſerve his People. But fin- 
ding that Reſolution gave great Jealouſles 
to thoſe who cenſured him whatever he did, 
he gave 1t over. 

How careful he was to prevent a Rupture 
in this Nation, not only his great Concetllt- 
ons prove, but his conſtant offers of Treaty, 
even when things went proſperouſly with 
him, do demonſtrate , therefore reflecting 
on thisin a Paper (under his own Pen) he 
writes ; We denied not any thing, but what 
by the known Law was unqueſtionably our 
own, we earneſtly deſired and preſſed a Treaty, 


that fo we might but know at what price we 


7 'oÞt prevent the mi ſeries and deſolations that 


was threatned ;, but this was abſolutely and 
ſeornfully refuſed and rejected. And in a Mel- 
{age, which though it was never ſent, yet 
remains under his hand, he writes theſe 
words: 
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words : And now he conjures his two Houſes 
of Parliament as they are Engliſhmen, Chri- 
ſtians, and lovers of Peace, by the duty they 
owe their King, and by the bowels of Com- 
paſſion they have towards their fellow-ſubjects, 
that they will accept of theſe offers, whereby 
the joyful news of Peace may be again reſtored 
to this languiſhing Kingdom. 

And thus far the Parallel of Sau! and 
our Martyred King hath held good , but 
now they muſt depart from one another ; 
and it ſhall appear how our late Soveraign 
was on-many accounts hugely preferable to 
the King lamented in my Text ; yet I ſhall 
name one particular in which Saul had the 
better of him. 

Saul had by his raſh Oath endangered 
Jonathan's life, which he ſeemed reſolved 
to execute, but the earneſt interceflions of 
his People prevailed on him to change theſe 
his ſevere and cruel reſolutions. But alas! 
our Martyr having firmly reſolved to ſave 
a perſon he judged innocent, and clear of 
the Treaſon charged on him, did to com-- 
ply with the moſt prefſing deſires of his 
People , conlent to the putting him to 
death : We have ſeen his fault and the 
ipecious colours that led him to ir, next let 
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me lay before you his Repentance, exprel- 
ſed by himſelt in a Letter, Anno 1642. One 
thing more, which but for the Meſſenger were 
too much to txnſt to Paper, the failing to one 
friend bath indeed gone wery near me ; where- 
fore I am reſolved that no conſtderation whatſo- 
ever ſhall ever make me do the like upon this 
ground, I am certain that God hath either ſo 
totally forgiven me , that be will ſtill bleſs 
this good canſe in my. hands, or that all my 
puniſhment ſhall be in this world, which 
without performing what I have reſolved 1 
cannot flatter my ſelf will end here, And he 
ends that Letter thus : | Beſede generoſity, to 
which I pretend a little, my: Conſcience will 
make me ſtick to my friends. How deep his 
lenſe of that fin, how great his apprehen- 
ſions of the Judgments of God, and how 
true his notion of Repentance was, cannot 
but eaſily appear upon the farſt hearing theſe 
words. 

But for this one advantage, the King in 
my Text had of the King of the Day, we 
ſhall find many great and noble CharaGers 
in which he excelled him. 

And firſt, Saul pretended ſome zeal for 
God, he built an Altar for him ; he honou- 
red Sarznel his Prophet , he went and de- 

ſtroyed 
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firoyed the Amalekztes ; but when it might 
ſerve his turn he did not ſtick to difobey 
God, he faved Agag, and much of the 
ſpoil of the Amalekites, pretending, it was 
preſerved for offering Sacrifices. He had 
not patience to ſtay for Sammel, but did ſa- 
crilegiouſly offer the Sacrifice himſelf. But 
our Martyr did not only expreſs great re- 
card to God in his Proſperity by many high 
marks of his zeal and conſtant attendance 
on the Worſhip of God ; his great eſteem 
ofall worthy and deſerving Churchmen,and 
his Royal bounty to the advancing all pious 
and religious purpoſes : But by his conſtant 
and firm adhering to thoſe Rights of the 
Church,and to all he judged himſelf bound 
in Conſcience to maintain; therefore it was 
that he did chooſe to bear the greateſt dan- 
gers rather than fin againſt his Conſctence. 
When the violence of his Native Subjets a- 
gainſt the Order of Biſhops had brought 
things to that paſs that it could not be main- 
tained without much blood and confuſion, 
he judged that God loved mercy better 
than facrifice, did give way to their fury ; 
but with that tender care that became a 
man of {o {evere and exa&t a Conſcience ; 


and this ſhall appear by ſome evidences I 
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go to mention. Having ſigned a Paper of 
Conceſſions, wherein he had uſed the word, 
it pleaſed him, refleting on the importance 
of that, he wrote the following words in a 
Letter to him that had the managing of 
that buſineſs: I muſt deſire you to alter one 
word, that T ſhould not be thought to deſire 
the aboliſbing of that in Scotland, which 1 
approve and maintain in England. Now the 
word content expreſſes enough my conſent to 
have them ſurceaſe for the preſent. But the 
word, pleaſed, methinks imports as much as 
if I deſired them to take them away, or at lea 

that I were well pleaſed they ſhould do ſo : But 
T leawe it to your ordering, ſo that you make 
it be clearly underſtood that though I permit, 
yet I would be better pleaſed. they let them a- 
lone. And in the Inſtructions he gave his 
Commiſlioner for conſenting to the aboliti- 
on of the Order of Biſhops, he wrote thus : 
Carry the Diſputes ſo, that the concluſron ſeem 
not to be made in prejudice of Epiſcopacy as 
unlawful, but only in ſatisfation to' the' Peo- 
ple, and for ſetling the.preſent diſorders, and 
ſuci other reaſons of State.. And he likewiſe 
ordered him to take care, that Epiſcopacy 
ſhould not be abjured as. a point of Popery, 
contrary to Gods Law, or the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, 
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gion, And at the ſame time in a Letter to 
the Primate of that Church he wrote thus : 
}3'e do aſſure you that it ſhall be ſtill one of 
our chiefeſt ſtndies, how to reftifie and eſtab- 
liſh the Government of that Church aright. 
And he adds a little after, Tox may reſt ſe. 
cure, that though perhaps we give way for 
the preſent to that which will be prejudicial, 
both to the Church and our own Government, 
yet we will not leave thinking in time how to 
remedy both. 

After God 1n his wile and holy, though 
to us unaccountable Counſels, iuffered the 
Rebellious Arms of his Enemies ſo far to 
prevail, that nothing did promiſe any hopes 
of his being re-eſtabliſhed on his Throne , 
but the conſenting to all the demands of 
theſe in whoſe hands he had caſt himſelf, 
then did the ſtrict care he had to keep a 
good Conſcience appear, by his hazarding 
all things rather than endanger his inward 
quiet ; and therefore he told them : That 
when. he was ſatisfied in his Conſcience with 
the lawfulneſs of what they deſired, then, but 
not till then, could he grant their demands ; 
and-was willing to enter 1n conference with 
any they would appoint about theſe two 
Points,'the one being the Divine Appoint- 
ment. 
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ment of Bithops , and the other his bein 

obliged to detend them by his Oath of Co- 
ronation. And the account of one of his 
Diſcourſes T have ſeen, ' is thus : That he 
would run the hazard of all his Crowns be- 
low, rather than endanger that above ;, and 
that though the quiet of bis Kingdoms, and 
the ſettlement of his Throne were wery walu- 
able; yet the peace of his Conſcience muſt be 
preferred by him to all things. And in a 
Dilcourſe he had, which he wrote with his 
own Pen, he uſed theſe words : Not to ſtay 
you too long upon ſo unpleaſing a ſubje& ; I 


aſſure you that nothing but the preſervation of 


that which is dearer to me than my life,could 
have hindered me from giving you full ſatis- 
faction; for upon my word all the dangers and 
inconveniences which you have laid before me 
do not ſo much trouble me, as that I cannot 
give full ſatisfa&tion to the deſires of my na- 
tive Conntry ; eſpecially being ſo earneſtly 
preſſed upon me: And yet here again I muſt 
tell you (for in this caſe repetitions are not 
impertinent ) that I do not give you a denial; 
nay, I wha againſt it, and remember it is 
your King that deſires to be heard. And in 
another Paper he ſent to thoſe that gover- 
ned then in his Native Kingdom, he writes 
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theſe words : If it be ſo clear, as you believe, 
that Epiſcopacy is unlawful, T doubt not but 
God ſhall ſo enlighten mine eyes, that I ſhall 


ſoon perceive it ,, and then I promile you to 


concur with you fully in matters of Religion ; 
and therefore he ſubjoyns, He hopes they 
would not preſs him to do that which was yet 
againſt his Conſcience, until he might do it 
without ſinning. And he concluded that Pa- 
per with a Poſtſcript to the Miniſters : That 
he hoped they, as Miniſters of Gods Word, 
would not preſs upon him untimeouſly the mat- 
ter of Church-government, until (he adds) I 
way bawve leiſure to be ſo perſwaded, that I 
may comply with what they deſire without 
breach of Conſcience ; which I am confident 
they, as Church-men cannot preſs me to do. 
And in theſe conſcientious Relolutions he 
was ſo firm, that in a private Letter he 
writes thus : For Gods ſake do not ſo much as 
expect, much leſs linger after any other or fur- 
ther matter from me; for upon the faith of 4 
Chriſtian you ſhall have no more than what is 
now laid before you. And in another Letter : 


As for your Covenant, when, and not before, 


'that 1 ſball be ſatisfied in my Conſcience that 
I may allow it, I will. He going on grounds 


ſo ſtrict and well-pleaſing to God, it was no 


wonder 
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wonder he maintained that ſerenity of mind, 
that when he got Letters that told him how 
he was to be uſed, being engaged at Cheſs, 
he continued to play after he had read his 
Letters, without ſhew of any commotion or 
diſturbance, which I have {een under the 


| hand of an eye-witneſs. And in the Moneth 


of March betore his Martyrdom, when he 
was almoſt out of all hopes; yet he would 
not depart from theſe Chriſtian Reſolutions, 
which I find thus expreſſed by his own Pen : 
For any enlargement concerning Church-affairs 
T deſire you not to expect it from me, for ſuch 
expectations baye been a great cauſe of this 
my preſeat condition, which I aſſure you I ant 
ftill reſolved rather to ſuffer than to wrong my 
Conſcience or Honour, which T muſt do if | 
enlarge my ſelf any thing in theſe points,Theſe 
are {ome of the true Characters of a Deten- 
der of the Faith ; of one that did approve 
himſelt to be under God and Chriſt, the 
Supreme over the Church, and of one that 
was indeed fitted to bear all things, rather 
than fin againſt God or his Conſcience. 

2. Another Character of Saxl is his cru- 
elty , which was ſo enraged that he ſpared 
neither Son-1n-law nor Son, but threw his 
darts at them to have killed them, and his 
| cruelty 
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cruelty againſt David was alſo joined with _ 
perfidy and breach of truſt; for after he 
had given him the moſt ſacred aſſurances, 
he ſtill continued to purſue him,and cauſed 
to be murdered fourſcore and five Prieſts 
tor the pretended fault of one which he be- 
lieved upon the delation of an Edomite.This 
was a fact both ſo cruel and fo impious,thar 
he could find none to execute it, but that 
uncircumciſed Alien, and all this was the 
eftect of that evil Spirit was let looſe upon 
him, when by his {ins he had driven away 
the good Spirit of God. But our Royal 
Martyr did daily ſhew more and more Eyi- 
dences of a truly Divine and Chriſtian Spi- 
rit: What full Indemnity and Oblivion did 
he offer his Enemies ! even though they 
would not allow any Indemnity to his 
Friends. And how much he was againſt all 
cruel or ſevere practices may appear from 
theſe Evidences;one 1s under his own hand, 
in theſe words: The preſent diſtractions a- 
bout Religion are ſo great, and of that nature, 
that perſwaſion as well as power muſt be uſed 
to reſtore that happy tranquillity which the 
Church of England bath lately and miſerably 
loſt ; for certainly wiolence and perſecution 
never was nor will be found a right way to 
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ſettle peoples Conſcrences. And this went ſo 
far with him, as to give him a ſtrong ayer- 
ſion to the excuting ſanguinary Laws a- 
cainſt even the Emilfaries of Rome, which 
I find he thus expretles 1n a Paper written 
with his own Pen : Concerning Goodman the 
Prieſt, the reaſon why I reprieved him is, that, 
as I am informed, neither Queen Elizabeth, 
nor my Father, did ever allow that any Prieſt 
in their times was executed meerly for Reli- 
gion ;, which to me ſeems to be this particular 
caſe ; yet ſeeing I am preſſed by both Houſes 
to give way to his Execution, becauſe I will 
avoid the inconvenience of giuing fo great a 
diſcontentment to my People, as I perceive 
this mercy may produce, I remit this particu- 
lar caſe to both Houſes ; but I deſire you to 
take unto your ſerious conſideration the incon- 
weniences which, as I concetwe, may upon this 
occaſion fall upon my Subjects and other Pro. 
teftants abroad ; eſpecially. ſince it may ſeem 
to other States to be a ſeverity with ſurprize ; 
which I, having thus repreſented, do think my 
ſelf diſcharged from all ill conſequences, that 
may enſue upon the execution of this perſon. 
For his fidelity in obſerving his Treaties, I 
have already in another branch of this Dif- 
courſe mentioned ſome paſlages that ſhew 


how. 
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how religiouſly he reſolved to obſerve then; 
and his refuſing to ſerve his Intereſts by Pro- 
miſes, which how uſeful ſoeyer they might 
have been to him, yet ſince he could not 
with a good Conſcience obſerve them, he 
would not make them, ſhews how ſacred 
he accounted all his Promiſes ; and his offer- 
ing to quit the command of the Militia, 
either for a determinate number of years,or 
for his whole life, ſhews how carefully he 
intended to oblerve all he promiſed ; ſince 
he was willing to give ſuch a ſecurity, which 
as it was ſtrong,ſo it diminiſhed his Autho- 
rity in the moſt tender and moſt ſacred part 
of it. 

I ſhall to theſe add only one inſtance. 
When he ſaw thoſe of his Native Kingdom 
engaging in the War againſt him, in this 
Kingdom, it is obvious enough how much 
the ſecuring Berwick, might have adyanced 
his ſervice, and his Armies in the North 
could eaſily have done it; yet ſince by the 
Treaty with that Kingdom it was not to be 
earriſoned ; fo religiouſly did he obſerve 
the Treaty, that he wonld not put a Gar- 
riſon 1n it : But that fidelity was not minded 
by thoſe who con{pired againſt him, who 
did, notwithſtanding the Treaty, Garriſon 
D 2 the 
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the place ; upon which occaſion he wrote 
what follows: No induſtry hitherto could 
have ſo far prevailed with us as to have gain- 
ed any belief that our Scotch-Subjects would 
countenance, much leſs aſſiſt this bloody Re- 
bellion in England ; yet we know not how #0 
underſtand the lewying Forces both Foot and 
Horſe within our Native Kingdom, and their 
entering the Town of Berwick in a boſtile 
manner. Our moſt malicious Enemies muſt 
bear us witneſs, how religiouſly we have ob- 
ſerved theſe Articles on our part , whereas if 
we had not been more tender, than the adwyi- 
ſers of this breach hawe been, of the Publick 
Faith, it is obvious to any how eaſily we could 
have ſecured that Town from all Rebels. And 
after he had refuted the Pretence they made 
uſe of, he adds: Such then as ſhelter them- 
ſelves under that pretext will find from thence 
but a ſlender warrant before God, who knows 
the integrity of our heart, and how inwiolably 
we intend to preſerve all that we have granted 
that Kingdom, ſo long as they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be capable of our” Protefion, and 
thoſe favours. He likewiſe wrote in another 
Letter at that ſame time theſe words :- Such 
bigh indignities to us, and to our Authority 
make us believe they. have forgot they have @ 
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King, and their Oaths in preſerving us in 
our juſt power, as their King. But God will 
diſcover and puniſh ſuch undutificl thoughts, 
how cloſely ſoever they be clouded with preten- 
ces of ſafety to Religion and Liberty, which 
they know will be ever dearcr to us than our 
own preſervation. 

3. And to cloſe up this Parallel, Saul 
when in danger, betook himfelt to the ba- 
feſt Arts, and went tothe Witch at Endor, 
to ask Reſponſes about the event of that 
Batte] he was to give the Philiftines, not 
conlidering how he had provoked God to 
withdraw his proteCtion from him, and that 
all the powers of Hell,and evil Spirits were 
no longer able to preſerve him ; and having 
got a ſad anſwer to his over-curious Queſti- 
on, (the common fate of all who will by 
theſe forbidden Arts thruſt into the ſecrets 
of the Divine Councels), we find him wo- 
tully faint-hearted,; ſore afraid, fall flat on 
the ground and refuſe to eat. And after 
that tatal Battel he had neither the courage 
to out-live it, nor the ſtrength to finiſh his 
deſperate defign upon himſelf ; but after he 
had fallen on his own Sword, he called an 
Amalekite to compleat that Seli-murder , 
which he begun by his falling on his Om. 

and. 
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and finiſhed by theſe cruel Orders he gave. 

But nothing of all this belongs to our Roy- 

al Martyr, who depended on God, and 
ſubmitted to his will in the courſe of all his 
Councels, both of Peace and War ; And 
when it pleaſed God for the puniſhment of 
his People, to expole him to the malice and 
cruelty of his Enemies, even then he pro- 
ved more than Conquerour ; and according 
to the proſpect he had of it long before, he 
was a Patient Martyr : Nor did he exprels 
the leaſt meanneſs of ſpirit when brought 
loweſt, he would neither give up the Rights 
of the Church nor the Crown, of People 
nor Parliaments, to their inſulting pride, 
who trampling on all Laws Sacred and Hu- 
mane, had made themlelyes the facrilegi- 
ous Maſters of his Perſon and Power. And 
as he was not cowardly or languid under all 
his misfortunes, ſo he maintained his Autho- 
rity as long as he was able, and did not 
faintly deſpond, nor abandon his own 
Rights,or the Protection of his People, But 
this leads me to the ſad part of my Dil- 
courſe, wherein I am to compare the Rea- 
{ons we have for mourning, with theſe Da- 
vid and the People of Tfrael had on this Oc- 
calion, and it will be eaſily allowed, ours 
| muſt 
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muſt be by ſo much the greater, by how 
much our Royal Martyr did excecd their 
King, which hath been demonſtrated in the 
Parallel I have given. 

Firſt, This Kings Death was his own 
Deed; and though the Victory his Ene- 
mies got, drave him to that deſpair, yet 
none of the People were of acceſſion to it : 
and for the Amalekite (if his relation was 
true) as 1t was an Alien from their Com- 
monwealth that did it; ſo Saul was well 
{crved for not deſtroying the Amalekites, as 
Sannel had commanded him ; therefore 
they had no particular reaſon to be ſorry, 
but only becauſe they had loft a King,who 
as he was none of the worſt, ſo he was far 
from being one of the beſt Princes. Perhaps 
Dawid had ſome more reaſon to faſt and 
mourn, and as his Conſcience did before 
accuſe him for cutting off the Hem of his 
Garment; ſo now the Arms he bare againſt 
him did trouble his Conſcience. For though. 
much may be {ſaid for Davzd in that caſe, he 
was the deſigned heir of the Crown by Gods 
appointment; he was very unjuſtly and 
perfidiouſly uſed by Sant; he had kept him- 
{elf on a pure defenſive, and Sanl's being 
frenetick and. poſlefied with. an evil ſpirit, 
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are great. juſtifications of David's little 
Army, or rather Guard; and his being a 
Man according to Gods heart, ought to 
poſſeſs all with that eſteem for him, as not 
eaſily to find fault with him, or with any 
of his actions; yet his Army being made up 
of men diſtreſſed, in debt, and diſconten- 
ted, is a ſhrewd Indication, that the Cauſe 
was not over-good when he had ſuch a fol- 
lowing. Beſides, his going to live at Gath 
with the Uncircumciſed, his cutting off the 
Amalekztes, and pretending to Achiſh that 
he had deſtroyed his own People by an un- 
juſtifiable deceit ; and finally his going out 
with the Armies of the Phliſtines, and pro- 
feſling a great deſire to fight againſt the 
Enemies of Achiſh, who were no other but 
Saul, his natural liege-Lord, and the Ar- 
mies of Tfrael (wherein he either ated a 
very unfincere part, or did really reſolve to 
rave engaged againſt them) are things ſo 
manifeſtly contrary to the Laws of God, 
that they give a ſtrong preſumption, that 
the whole buſineſs of his taking Armes was 
contrary to Law and Religion. But I (hall 
not enter further into the Diſpute, and fo 
leave it; inclining rather to believe, that 
Dawid's Conſcience did accuſe him, of ha- 

ving 
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ving failed in his Duty to Sail. 
But after all this our Caſe is much more 
juſtly deplorable, who did not loſe our 
King by the prevailing power of a hoſtile 
Invaſion , but by the unnatural hands of 
his own Subjects, who were (both by the 
tye of Subjedtion, by their Oaths of Alle- 
g1ance, which many of them had ſworn, and 
by their conſtant profeſſions of fighting for 
the King, and in defence of his Authority, 
as they gave it out, for training in the mul- 
titude by ſo deceitful a bait), tyed to the 
preſervation of his perſon, and yet did waſh 
their hands in his blood ; and by their pre- 
tending Religion and Juſtice, in a Fact ſo 
contrary to both, did (as much as in them 
lay) bring the fouleſt imputations on both 
that could be. How did this open the 
mouths of the Adverfaries of our Religion, 
(whom we had juſtly charged for their fedi- 
tious and treaſonable Dodrines) to inſult 
over us; but without all cauſe : for as all 
the Reaſons pretended, were but upon the 
matter the ſame with thoſe therr Doors 
have publithed, allowing but a ſmall change; 
fo thoſe of our true and ſoundly reformed 
Church did abominate fo foul a Crime, with 
all poſſible horrour ; and, as was moſt juſt, 
E did 
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did both in publick and private declare a- 
gainſt it 3 and with a generous and truly 
Chriſtian conſtancy, endured Sequeſtrati- 
ons, Impriſonments, and every thing which 
that inſulting Power put them to, rather 
than comply with fo vile an Action and its 
vile Actors. 

But to all this it may be ſaid, Let theſe 
mourn who were of acceſſion to it,that con- 
cerns not us. To which I muſt anſwer, That 
{uch publick Crimes leave a guilt upon the 
whole Nation, which therefore muſt be ex- 
piated with a publick univerſal Repen- 
tance. And it in the Law of Moſes God 
declared, that Blood was a crying fin which 
called to Heaven for vengeance, and there- 
fore when a Murder was diſcovered, and the 
Murderer was not known, there was ,to be 
a. Sacrifice for the whole People to expiate 
the guilt ; how much more 1n a Crime, at- 
tended with ſo many foul and black Circum- 
ſtances, ought we by earneſt Prayers to ſtu- 
dy to avert theſe Judgments, which we may 
but too juſtly apprehend! _ 

And to this let me add, that there are 
not {o many innocent as thole perhaps ima- 
gine ; for as David here did (it 1s probable). 
charge himſelf for arming againſt the Lords 
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Anointed ; {o what reaſon have theſe who 
engaged in Oppolition, and Arms to. our 
Royal Martyr, to charge and judg them- 
ſelves,that they be not judged of the Lord ; 
who not being ſatisfied with thoſe great and 
large Concellions; he freely' and willingly 
offered, did purſue his Perlon and Lite 1n 
the Field ; after which it was no wonder 
others lonned to-purlue him to the-Scattold. 
May not the one be ſaid to have killed the 
King that robbed. him of his Revenue, Po- 
wer and Authority, and every thing was 
neceſſary for the maintenance of the Royal 
Dignity ; whereas the other did but mur- 
ther Charles, after he was ſpoiled of his 
Royal Power, and the Government taken 
out of his hands : Though in a formal Pa- 
geantry Writs were iſſued in his Name. And 
thus we find the grounds of our mourning 
grow larger, and take, or rather call in,more 
mourners. 

But in fine, by another adyance, a great 
many more will be comprized. within this 
Duty, even all thoſe who did not with the 
moſt vigorous oppoſition was poſſible pre- 
vent this barbarous Regicide; which made 
a toreign Hiſtorian, giving account of it, 
ſay, it was a wonder how Engliſhmen could 
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look on and behold ſo barbarous and unex- 
ampled a Crime : Where were the hearts 
and hands of the brave Engliſh, whoſe 
loyal and noble valour appearing on this 
occaſion, had been a Subject to be celebra- 
ted by all the higheſt and moſt grateful Re- 
membrances Poſterity could dedicate to ſo 
glorious an ation ? Did a pulillanimous 
tear freez their courage, when their Head 
was thus ſtruck at ? Did the care of their 
Fortunes prevail, when they could expect 
no longer to live {ecure in the Poſlefſion of 
any of their Rights, when all was in this 
one Att unhinged ? Did the atrocity of the 
Fact aſtoniſh them ſo, that they were not 
recovered out of this amazing Gvettc till 
1t was too late? Or did the ſuddennels of 
the Crime prevent their diltgence ? Or 
were they fo charitable to ther Conntry- 
men as not tothink any cond be capable 
of committing this Crime, ti]l they were 
convinced of it by an unanſ{werable Argu- 
ment © yet al] theſe palliations or excuſes 
will not ſerve turn, they ſhonld have put 
all to hazard when they ſaw the Caſe ſo de- 
{perate, and all like to be loft. And thus it 
appears many are concerned to mourn on 
this Occafion, who perhaps think themſelves 
far from any guilt. Fi- 
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Finally, there be yet others concerned, 
who (may be) do not ſo much as imagin 
how it may come to their door, and theſe 
be the vrefane Generation,who either were 
not born then, or at leaſt of that age that 
nothing could be expected from them ; but 
even they muſt conſider that God viſits the 
{ins of the Fathers upon the Children ; and 
though: no Child is guilty of his Fathers 
fact, unleſs he concurred in it, or did after- 
wards approve it, yet many times the Judg- 
ments of God in Temporal things do ovyer- 
take them for their Fathers faults; which is 
no more unjuſt than for the Law to deny the 
Child any of the Privileges of Subjects for 
the Fathers faults. From all this then it 
will appear how much more reaſon we have 
to mourn, than the People of Iſrael had on 
this occafton, who have (to- the {corn and 
imſultings of our Enemies) been one way 
or other ſo generally guilty in the Death of 
{o religious and pious x Prince. 

2. But the People of Iſrael had' this great: 
allay to their grief that they had a Prince 
deſigned by God for the Succeſſion, who 
had given ſuch approved Evidences of his 
great Piety, Wiſdom, Valour and Con- 


du, that their Government was preſently 
to. 


(:36-) 


ro take a {ſettlement ; though it 1s'true Ab. 
ner ſet up Tſhboſheth, Saxl's Son, whio was 
tollowed- by all Iſrael, only Tudah, Dawids 
own Tribe, adhered to him: But this was 
after two years War decided, and all Ifracl 
received Dawid tor their King : : and ſtill the 
Government was ſteady and even,and there- 
fore they had not that -calba to afflict 
them which we had on the occaſion we now 
remember. 

[ris true the right of Succeſſion was clear 
and undiſputed, but thole who killed the 
Father continued their Crimes by purſuing 
the Son, and not only driving him from his 
Rights, but when one of the Tribes of our 
I/rael, cven that which juſtly glories in a 
nearer Intereſt in our Soveraigns Perſon, 
had adhered to him, and crowned him, 
rhough with very unjuſtifiable relerves, then 
did that party, bathed in the Fathers Blood, 
thirſt Beit tor the Son's, and carried the 
War into that Kingdom;and when the Righ- 
teous Heir of our Murthered Martyr came 
into this,then again did carnal wiſdom, and 
the care 'of mens Lives and Fſtates prevail 
over thoſe ſtrong tyes of Loyalty and Sub- 

jection ; God having reſerved the eſtabliſh- 
10g him on his Fathers Throne to his. own 
1M- 
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immediate Arm ; wherein there ſhould be a 
clear declaration of his wiſe and wonderful 
Providence, in turning about the hearts of 
the Nation to him; ſo that to Poſterity it 
w:ll be a Problem, which of the two is the 
more aſtoniſhing, either the Rebellion a- 
eainſt the Father, or the recalling the Son, 
and that ſome of the very fame perſons 
ſhould have been inſtrumental in both, by 
the latter action expreſling their true and 
ſincere Repentance for the former. 

But alas! the Interval was long ; it was 
not only a two-years War, like that betwixt 
SauPs Son and David, but a ten-years 
Thraldom ;, wherem thoſe that had com- 
plained of ſome {mall incroachments on Li- 
berty before, did totally overturn all the 
Freedoms both of Parliament and People ; 
but to colour this a little, gave a large and 
unreſtrained Liberty in matters of Religi- 
on, by which all {enle of Order and Re- 
gular Government being quite caſt off, ma- 
ny. by the cuſtom of an unbounded: Law- 
leſneſs, became habitually Sors of Belzal ; 
and as Heiters unaccuſtomed to the yoke, 
cannot again be brought under theſe necel- 
ſary Reſtraints and Regularities of Religi- 
on and Law.. Nay, which 1s worle,. though 

but. 
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but the effe& of the former, many youthful 
and extravagant ſpirits being once deliver- 
ed trom all obligation to any piece of Reli- 
gious Worſhip, come by degrees to loſe all 
{enſe of it ; and ſeeing thole irregular and 
ungoverned Practices of many pretenders to 
ikea whe were viſtbly advancing their 
own Deligns under the colours of Piety, 
they came to imagin Religion was only a 
pretence by which ambitious men carried on 
their own Ends; and the many Subdivili- 
ons and different Parties they obſerved a- 
bout matters of Religion, made them allo 
judg there could be no certainty where 
there was {ſo much debate and diſpute. And 
to all this may be added, that by Oaths and 
counter-Oaths, which they often took, (ha- 
ving paſſed from the Oath of Allegiance 
to the Covenant, and from that to.the En- 
eagement) their Conſciences became ſeared, 
and paſt teeling ; or, being much wounded 
by ſuch {wearing , to aveid the {mart of 
that, they took themſelves to theſe curſed 
arts of getting quiet in their impious PraQti- 
ces, by throwing off all ſcnfe of God and 
Religion, and ſetting up profeſledly for A- 
theiſm ; which is ſo natural a reſult of what 
has been ſaid , that I think it cannot be 
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doubted to haye ſprung trom it. And hi- 
therto I {uppole it 18 unqueſtionably clear, 
that we have much more reaſon to lament 
the matter now before us, than thoſe had 
who are 1n my Text. 

3- And now I adyance to the third and 
laſt Part of my Diſcourſe, to conſider what 
this mourning was, and what ours ought to 
be ; they upon {ſo fad news and fo great a 
loſs, were both very tenderly afteted for 
the Death of a King that had ſo many good 
Qualitics, that he being dead they had rea- 
lon to forget his bad ones; the loſs allo of 
lo noble a Prince as Fonathan, (who may 
juſily paſs for one ot the braveſt Hero's, 
and the moſt generous Friends that ever 
was) could not but be very fad, eſpecially 
to David, whoſe Fricndihip with fonathan 
was beyond what 1s either in Hiſtory or Ro- 
mance : and as hitherto all the generous 
parts of the Friendſhip were on Jonathans 
ſide, though we find David's returns were 
as tender, and rather more; for at their 
parting when their mutual Friend(hip let 
them both a-crying, it 1s faid, David ex- 
ceeded. But now when Dawid was to have 
made returns ſuitable to what he had re- 
ceived from Jonathan, he 15 ſnatched away 
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by the Sword of the Philiſtines, they had 
alſo many brave Country-men that were 
killed:To this was to be added the ſad con- 
dition the Houle oi Iſrael was in by fo great 
a defeat ; all which concurring, could not 
but make a deep 1mpreflion on the hearts of 
David, and the People with him , which 
did fot them to their Tears ad” Prayers, 
both for their own {ins, and perhaps they 
reckoned their arming againſt Saul one, and 
with thelc they alſo mourned for the Gns of 
Ijrael, praying God to avert his Judgments, 
ro prevent the miſchief might tollow, and 


to recover his Pcople from the | 12nominy of 


{o bad a loſs, and in the end to ſettle Dawid 
{o on the Throne of Saul, that their might 
be under his Reign, Juſtice and Truth , 
Plenty and Peace,both at home and abroad. 
This 1s a clear ftatr account of the work of 
thoſe with David in my Text. 

And after this the Application will be 
caſte ; trom which I ſhall not digrels by pro- 
ving the lawtulneſs and fitne(s of Anniverſa- 
rics, that being {o well done by others, but 
roſs my Hearers to Zachary, by w bing we 
tind the People of God faſted during the 
Seventy years of the Captivity,the hith and 
7th Month: he alſo mentions theirFaſts of the 
ath & 19 Month: though 1t 1s plain there are 


no 


(41 ) 

no {uch Faſts commanded in the Old Teſta- 
ment; and yet the Prophet 1s ſo far from 
blaming theſe ſtated returns that he only 
blames their being formal and regardlels of 
God in them, and g1ves them directions 
how they ſhould have ordered them. Bur 
leaving this unreaſonable Objection, which 
is made by none but thoſe who have the 
chief realon to mourn and faſt on this Oc- 
caſion ; I go next to propoſe what the Na- 
ture and Ends of our Mourning and Faſting 
{ſhould be, which I ſhall lay open briefly in 
tWO Points. 

1. The oneis to mourn before God for 
the guilt of this atrocious Sin, that if any 
of us have been (as was beivee laid open) 
involved in the guilt, we may waſh oft the 
ſtain of this Sin, which 1s of lo deep a dye, 
and if we our Glves be on all accounts clear | 
of it, at leaſt we are to pray tor Pardon to. 
thoſe who were guilty, that God may open 
their eyes, ſo as to contels and mourn for 
their ſins; and in this we follow the exam- 
ple of our Roval Martyr, who looking to 
Jelus the Author and Finiſher of his Salva- 
tion, who endured the Croſs, deſpiſling the 
ſhame, and prayed tor his Enemies, did 
with Paticnce run the Race ſet before lum, 
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and humbly imitate his King and Saviour 
in pardoning and praying tor his Enemies. 
We are allo on our own accounts to pray 
God to deliver the whole Land from this 
guilt, leſt when God ſhall come and make 
inquiſition for this Innocent Blood, we be 
involved in the common Judgments, which 
cannot fall on the Land to, bur all concer- 
ned in it muſt bear their ſhare. But we muſt 
not only mourn for this particular Crime, 
though it be lo toul as to need the expia- 
tion of many Tears and Prayers, but we 
muſt go higher, and look to the firſt be- 
ginnings of the late Troubles; and ſee what 
provoked God then to plague us fo ſadly, 
and whether we have not re-aGtted thele 
very Abominations which then ſtirred up 
Gods wrath azainſ{t us. I need not enter 
into a particular enumeration of our ſins 
before the year 40, and compare them with 
theſe that now abound; the compariſon 
would be as invidious as it 15 obvious. Let 
every one then call himſelt to an account, 
how guilty he is of undervaluing Gods mer- 
cies, and the great deliverance he gave to 
his Anointed , and ,by that to his whole 
People; how he abules our Peace and Plenty 
into Licentiouſnels, protanity,and brutal un- 
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ooverned and avowed impiety ; and how he 
abuſes the protection and ſecurity Law gives 
to Inſolence, Faction and Boldneſs ; how 
he deſpiles the Golpel, atfronts Religion, 
and the Worſhip of God, either by an im- 
pious contempt of it, a factions {eparating 
trom 1t,or a bare formal coming to it, with- 
out any lerious or deyout conſideration of 
that Majeſty he ſcorns, by a pretended 
drawing near him with his lips, when 1n his 
heart he 1s far from him. Theſe and a great 
deal more of that nature (with which our 
Conſciences will certainl charge us, if we 
return our thoughts, wor call our ſelves to 
a {eyere account for what 1s paſt) ought to 
be now mourned for ; otherwiſe the tormal 
obſerving theſe Annual Returns does bur 
add to our other fins, and enhance our 
guilt, when we mock God by a pretended 
Mourning and Faſting. 

2. And the only evidence of the Sincc- 
rity of our Mourning 1s,0ur departing trom 
theſe ſinful courſes which may provoke 
Gods wrath, and from all {editious Inclina- 
tions which may be tewel for new or worſc 
calamities;for we may with good reaſon ap- 
prehend,it the late Wars and other Plagues 
have not taught us to repent of our ſins, and 
amend 
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amend our ways, that according to the gra- 
dation we find always uſed in Scriptures, 
when Judgments are denounced, the nexr 
{hall be much {adder than any we have ſeen 
or a of. But God is mercitul and graci- 
, flow to anger and ready to forgive, if 
we rn to him with all our hearts; let uns 
therefore from the deep ſenſe of our fins, 
and the juſt apprehenſitons of the deſerved 
Judgment, turn unteignedly to God, who 
hath both by the gentler methods of Love, 
and the ſeverer executions of Judgments 
been calling on us to Repentance ; let us 
throw off our impious and debauching Pra- 
tices, by which we make war againſt Hea- 
ven, daring God by unparallel'd wicked- 
neſs, and defying him by our unheard-of 
toutneſs againſt him : But do we think to 
prevail againſt God, are we ſtronger than 
he * Can we reſi i his Thunders or his 
Plagues,Fire and Famine ? And though we 
were ſtrong enough to reliſt the impreſſl Oris 
and injuries of all our Neighbours, yet how 
cafily can God plague us with a Diviſion of 
Hearts,8 ſuch disjointed Aﬀections,that as a 
body paralyrick we tall to ruin and miſery 
with our own weight,& without any enemy. 
And for the avoiding this, next to the 
appealing the Divine diſpleaſure, let us Cx- 
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preſs our horrour of this Fact by a conſtant, 
humble and dutitul Obedience and I oyalty 
to his Majeſty who now Reigns, and {tudy 
to abſtain from (not only all thele diſloy al 
and unchriſtian courles, which ended (o tra- 
gically, but even from) the firſt beginninz+ 
of theſe Dilorders, which as ſparks of fire 
blown on by ſome ſeditious Incendiaries, 
did {et us all ina flame; and a {ſerious Re- 
view of the late Times, will demonſtrate, 
that the wicked Deſigns of thoſe Enemies 
to Monarchy could never have become ſo 
ſtrong,it they had not wrought on the more 
innocent,the inconſiderate zcal of ſome(who 
afterwards proved both good Subjects and 
faithful Patriots) , who complaining over- 
ſeverely of ijome Errors of Government, did 
(though as afterwards 1t appeared contrary 
to their Deſigns) give both ſtrength and 
credit to a Faction which did ſoon i(corntully 
di{dain them, whom at firſt they owned to 
be their leaders. So dangerous it 1s to nou- 
nh Factions, which will quickly paſs all 
Bounds. This, I hope, will teach all in the 
time to come, how carctully and religiouſly 
they ought to guard againſt the cheriſhing 
ot. Diſcontents, or the poſleſling the Sub: 
Jets with Jealouſies and Fears, and a con- 
rempt 
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tempt of their Governours, or their Go- 
vernment ; and as no man can guard againſt 
any fin, without he conſider well all theſe 
ſubtle temptations that lead him to it, and 
all the ſmaller and leſs diſcerned, or obler- 
ved beginnings of it; fo if we truly mourn 
and faſt for the Sin committed this day,we 
muſt conſider and watch againſt all theſe 
fefler and more unheeded Motions, Jealou- 
ſies, Fears, undutiful Diſcourſes and Cenlures, 
which do inſenſibly make way and prepare 
men to all manner of Sedition and Diſloy- 
alty, at leaſt,ſo weakens their dutitul reſpe&t 
to Governours, that faint Services are to bc 
expected from ſo cold affections. 

But I hope paſt experience will teach us 
more wifdom, and that this Nation which 
with ſo Religious a zeal deſigns to expiate 
what 15 paſt, will with the ſame care ſtudy 
the preventing every thing may lead to the 
re-acting theſe ſad Calamities, of which we 
have ſtill among us many doleful Remem- 
brances, beſides this day of Mourning and 
Faſting. In which God of his infinite mercy 
grant we may fo repent, that he may deliver 
us from Blood-guiltineſs, and from all other 
Judgments our ſins have moſt juſtly deſerved. 


'Fo this Gud be Glory tor ever & ever. Amen. 
F INTIS. 


